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THE LOUISIANA STAFF DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL IS COMMITTED TO 

ENSURING SUCCESS FOR ALL STUDENTS THROUGH CONTINUOUS 

LEARNING FOR INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS.  

Do You Know Where Your Kids Are? 
 I remember the first week of my 
teaching career. My seventh graders 
identified literary elements and key 
vocabulary concepts in Rudyard 
�<�]�‰�o�]�v�P�[�•��Rikki Tikki Tavi.  As we read 
the story in class, my kids raised their 
hands and verbally responded to my 
probing questions. As the test day ap-
proached, everyone anticipated being 
successful because they truly under-
stood the story. To my surprise, how-
ever, MY students did not fare well at 
all.   
     Most of them failed because they 
expected basic recall questions about 
the characters, plot, conflicts, and set-
ting. My test, on the other hand, was 
also filled with higher order thinking 
questions that assessed how the au-
thor uses these literary elements to 
create the story as well as their ability 
to identify these elements in cold (non 
familiar) passages. I had to, as Larry 
Ainsworth suggests, go back to the 
grade-level expectations (GLEs) to de-
termine what students should know 
and be able to do at the end of every 

lesson, design an assessment that 
tests this core knowledge, and build 
lessons that would ensure their suc-
cess in meeting the expectations. I 
could not have gone through this proc-
ess without support from colleagues 
who wanted me to become a solid 
teacher. 
      LSDC has been very committed to 
this process of continuous improve-
ment (p. 4) for a long time.  In this is-
sue, we display National Staff Develop-
�u���v�š�� ���}�µ�v���]�o�[�•�� �~�E�^�����•�� �����(�]�v�]�š�]�}�v�� �(�}�Œ��
professional development (p. 7) that 
will possibly transform No Child Left 
Behind. Also, the upcoming spring re-
treat (p. 3 & 8) will continue the work 
on assessments as we learn how to 
systematically tackle the process of 
creating assessments from Allen, As-
cension & Grant parishes.  We also like 
to keep everyone up-to-date on where 
�Á���[�À���� �� �����v�� ���v���� �Á�Z���Œ���� �Á���� ���Œ���� �P�}�]�v�P�X����
Please mark important dates in your 
calendar and read some of the reflec-
tions from past events.   
               �v Maurice R. Swinney 
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sum up the powerful words and feelings that many participants expressed to us: 
 
�^�d�Z�]�•���‰�Œ���•���v�š���š�]�}�v���Á���•���Œ�����o�o�Ç���Z�}�v-�š���Œ�P���š�X�[���/�š���‰�]�v�‰�}�]�v�š�������š�Z�������•�•���v�š�]���o�������š�]�}�v�•�������P�}�}����
teacher takes in order to foster lifelong learners.  I only wish Mr. Ainsworth had done 
this presentation in 2005 statewide. Implementing the Comprehensive Curriculum 
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